
 

 

 
 

“A Marvelous Faith” 
Luke 7:1-10 

 
A marvelous faith comes from hearing about Jesus (7:1-3) 
The Greek sentence in verse three starts with the verb “heard.” The 
structure of this verse is important. The verb “heard” is the emphasis 
and the key to understanding verse three. What it tells us is this: The 
centurion had never met Jesus! The centurion had not even personally 
heard Jesus speak. The centurion had not seen the miracles of Jesus 
with his own eyes. The centurion had only heard about Jesus. Why is this 
amazing? Even though the centurion had only heard about Jesus, he still 
had faith enough to believe in Jesus’ power to heal his servant. The 
centurion showed that he had faith in and not just hope in Jesus when 
he called on Jesus to come and to heal his servant! 
 
(1) What is the difference between faith and hope? 
(2) If the centurion had faith in Jesus by only hearing about Jesus, what 

does this mean for people today? 
(3) Read Romans 1:16-17 and Romans 10:17, and discuss how these 

verses relate to what happened in the life of the centurion. 
(4) What are the implications of these truths today? 
(5) The centurion was impacted by others telling him about Jesus, so 

what does this mean about how God can use you this coming week? 
 
A marvelous faith begs God for the things that only God can do (7:4-5) 
The centurion sends the Jewish elders to Jesus, who from the words 
that they used must have at least had faith in Jesus’ ability to heal the 
centurion’s servant. Regardless of their motives, the Jews came and 
pled with Jesus. The Greek word for “pleaded” in verse four can also 
mean to beg or to implore. In other words, this was not just a case of 
casually asking Jesus to come and to heal the servant, but this was a 
case of begging Jesus to come and to heal the servant. There was a 
personal and desperate aspect to the request that they brought to 
Jesus. There was a humble and dependent tone to their plea on behalf 
of the centurion. Ultimately, regardless of their own faith in Jesus, the 
pleading of the Jewish elders represented the faith of the one who had 
sent them to plead with Jesus, and it was a faith that was willing to beg. 
 
(1) The centurion knew that the life of his servant was outside of his 

control. What is one thing in your life right now that is outside of 
your ability to control? 

(2) Have you brought this to the Lord in a personal and humble and 
dependent way in prayer? If not, take a minute as a group to plead 
with God about the things that only God can do. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

(3) Take a minute to share your response to this question: Are you truly 
humbling yourself before God and pleading with God for Him to do 
the things that only he can do? Are you doing this with others? 

 
A marvelous faith believes in the power of Jesus even without seeing 
the presence of Jesus (7:6-8) 
Jesus responds to the centurion’s request, and he begins to make his 
way to the centurion’s house. Then something amazing happens. The 
centurion sends people out to stop Jesus from coming to his house! As 
the one with authority to command others, the centurion has the faith 
that Jesus too can simply command the healing of his servant. He has 
faith in the power of Jesus even without seeing the presence of Jesus. In 
this request, we see the genuine faith of the centurion. The centurion is 
more interested in his servant than some personal satisfaction from 
meeting Jesus. It’s also amazing that although Jesus doesn’t have to go 
to the centurion’s home, he was going! In other cases he does go, and 
he does touch and heal. What an incredible reminder of God’s 
willingness to meet us where we are and to walk with us in order to 
grow us in our faith. 
 
(1) The centurion’s request was so powerful because it was so selfless. 

Read James 4:3, and discuss how this truth contrasts with what we 
see in the request of the centurion. 

(2) The centurion’s faith was so powerful because it was faith in Jesus 
and not a test of Jesus to justify his faith. Do you ever find yourself 
testing God in order to justify or prove your faith? Saying things like 
“if you’ll do this, then I’ll know for sure about that….” 

(3) This week, look for opportunities to share with someone else about 
the grace of Jesus in being willing to come to us in our lives, even 
when we don’t deserve it and didn’t earn it. 

 
A marvelous faith leads to growing faith in the lives of others (7:9-10) 
Jesus turns a healing moment into a teaching moment. He shows us 
what true faith really looks like: A faith that believes without seeing. 
This kind of faith always results in building faith, which is exactly what 
happens when the people return to the house and find the servant well. 
 
(1) Share about a time that you took of a true step of faith in your life, 

believing without seeing. What happened? 
(2) Share about a time when someone else took a step of faith, and 

your faith was grown in seeing God at work through their faith. 
(3) Pray for each other that this week God would use us all to grow the 

faith of others as we follow Jesus in faith. 


